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had reason to expect, they would not have adopted the constitution without stipulating for such previous amendments: and of this we advised our friends. Their proceedings, containing the amendments proposed, which we do ourselves the honor to inclose you, will justify this sentiment. A small majority, however, was found who were induced from ideas of political expediency, to assent to a qualified adoption, in such manner as would admit this State into a participation of the government. It is not necessary to detail the reasons at large; nor whether they were well grounded, that influenced this measure. They may be briefly comprized in the following:
A sufficient number of states had acceded to the government, to authorize its going into operation; this being the case, it seems it was apprehended that the states who had adopted could not easily be prevailed upon to concur in any other mode to effect the requisite alterations, but the one pointed out in the Constitution itself. That if this state remained out of the Union, they might lose the opportunity of employing their influence in bringing them about. And from the dissatisfaction manifested by many of the states to the system as it stands; and from the spirit of accommodation, which it was hoped would prevail among those who approved of it; they were induced to believe that a general agreement would take place to call another Convention to consider, and recommend amendments to the objectionable parts. Though these and similar reasons, we believe influenced a majority to accede to the system, with certain declarations and explanations; yet even this, could not be obtained without an express declaration of their disapprobation of it; and agreeing to a circular letter, inviting the other states, to unite with ours in requiring a convention. In this both parties concurred unanimously.
We can with confidence assure you, that the opposition to the Constitution without amendments, has not decreased; but on the contrary, many of those who were zealous for its adoption, declare they will unite their efforts in endeavoring to have it reconsidered. But we have reason at the same time, to believe many of its most ardent advocates will use their influence and address, to prevent this. It is therefore the more necessary that the friends of equal republican government, should firmly unite in pursuing such measures, as will have a tendency to effect amendments. For this purpose, a number of gentlemen in this city, influenced by a sincere regard for constitutional liberty and the public good,